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““You must excuse me for not not writing to you
more frequent, though I have written to you once be-
fore since I got any letter from you. I would have
written oftener, only it has been out of my power to
do so, on account of our not stopping long enongh for
me to write—and we have had no conveyance for our
letters half the time we have been here. Write soon
and give me all the news, and think of the many pleas-
ures that have been, and look forward that which is to
come.

Yours with much love and due respect,

Jacos C. McLavsHLIN.

HUGH McLAUGHLIN.

The third group of the McLaughlin relationship in
our county are the descendants of Squire Hugh Me-
Laughlin, late of Marlinton. His early life was spent
in part on Jacksons River, Bath County. His wife
was Nancy Gwinn, daughter of John Gwinn, Senior,
and grand-daughter of John Bradshaw.

Squire Hugh McLaughlin and Hugh McLaughlin,
late of Huntersville, were cousins and were intimately
associated when they were young men. They were
married about the same time, jointly leased a piece of
land on Jacksons River, built a cabin and went to
housekeeping. There was but one room. This they
divided between them and kept separate establishments.
Squire McLaughlin would often tell how an axe, maul,
and wedge made up his original business capital, and
how his housekeeping effects were carried by his young
wife on a horse the day they wenttothemselves in their
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cabin home on leased land.

Upon the expiration of the lease, early in the twen-
ties, Squire McLaughlin settled in the woods on
Thomas Creek, and opened up lands now held by his
son George H. McLaughlin.

Mr and Mrs McLaughlin were the parents of three
sons and two daughters: William Jacob, John (alvin,
George Henry, Elizabeth, and Margaret.

Margaret, a promising young girl, died suddenly.

Elizabeth became Mrs George Rowan, and lived
on Roaring Creek, Randolph County, and fipally logat-
ed near the Hot Springs, where her family now lives.
Mr Rowan was one of the builders of the Marlinton
bridge. He was a Cenfederate soldier in the war from
start to finish. His young wife refugeed from Roar-
ing Creek soon after the battle of Rich Mountain, and
with her two little children, one tied behind her and
the other in her arms, made the journey from Roaring
Creek to the Warm Springs alove on horse back. -+

William Jacob McLaughlin first married Sarah Gum
from Meadow Dale, Highland County, and settled
near Huntersville. One daughter, Nancy Jane, who
died in early youth. His second marriage was with
Susan Bible, daughter of Jacob Bible near Greenbank.
In this family were two sons and two daughters.
Elizabeth became Mrs John M. Lightner, lately of
Abilene, Texas. Alice married Dennis W. Dever and
they live near Frost. Mitchel D. McLaughlin married
Emma K. Greaver, of Bath, and lives near Savannah
Mills, in Greenbrier County. They have five children.
Jacob Andrew McLaughlin married Sally Gibson, and
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lives at Brimfield, Indiana.

. John C. McLaughlin married Isabella, daughter of
Adam Lightner, of Highland County, and settled near
Huntersville. When a youth going to school at Hills-
boro, he was thrown from a horse and received injuries
that disabled him for manual labor. He acquired a
good education, taught school, wrote in the clerk’s
office, and was an expert business man much respected
by his fellow citizens.

G. H. McLaugblin married Rubamah Wiley; first
lived near Dunmore, but now lives at Marlinton. He
was a Confederate soldier. Their children are John,
Edward, William, Clarence, Fred, Fannie, Mary, and
Edith.

Squire Hugh McLaughlin was married the second
time to Mrs Elizabeth Gum (nee Lightner), of High-
land. There were two sons by this marriage.

Harper McLaughlin first married Caroline Cackley,
and lived at Marlinton. Second marriage was with
Etta Yeager, of Travelers Repose.

Andrew M. McLaughlin married Mary Price, and
now resides near Lewisburg. He is a prosperous
grazier and farmer, and a ruling Elder in the Presby-
terian church. He was a Confederate soldier.

After residing a number of years near Dunmore,
Squire McLaughlin located west of Huntersville where
he prospered in business. Thence he removed to Mar-
lins Bottom, where he died in 1870, aged 69 years.
Squire McLaughlin was a prominent citizen—a member
of the county court, a ruling Elder in the Presbyterian
church. He acquired an immerse landed estate—one
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of the most valuable in the county. His influence was
largely in favor of economical industry, good morals,
and intelligent piety. His business sagacity was phe-
nomenal, and he could see money where most others
could nhot see anything worth looking for.

About fifty years ago the county court refused to
license saloon keepers. The whole county was con-
vulsed with the agitation that arose. At first Squire
McLaughlin strenuously objected to this action of the
court, as doing violence to personal liberty, and de-
priving the county of revenue. Whenever the matter
was discussed this thrilling Scripture was often repeat-
ed: ‘“Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink;
that putteth thy bottle to him and makest him drunken
also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness.”’—
Hab. ii-16.

His conscience was touched, and he resolved to clear
himself of the fearful liability implied by doing any-
thing to license vice and the giving of drink to neigh-
bors, and let the revenue take care of itself, which it
could well do with a sober, prosperous citizenship to
depend on.

He was also much impressed with what was reported
to have passed between two saloonists. One was com-
plaining to another how his business had fallen off.
The other remarked that at one time he noticed his
business was on the decline-—the ¢‘old suckers’” were
all going to the bone yard so fast, and he saw if ‘‘new
suchers’’ were not to be had he would have to quit the
business. He told every young man that he met that
he had laid in some of the nicest liquors that were ever
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brought in, and that if he would co.nz around he would
give him a treat. The saloonist observed that after
three or four drinks the youngsters would begin to buy
and his business was on the rise quite satisfactorily.
Thus he had found that a few dimes in treating meant
dollars to him in selling.

Squire McLaughlin’s services as a inember of the
court for eighteen years were of much use, and along
with John Gay, Paul McNeel, and Isaac Moore—being’
themselves large tax payers—public affairs were man-

-aged on a judicious scale, and money, as a general

thing, was laid out where the prospect seemed for the
greatest good to the greatest number.

While these persons, and others like minded, were
on the bench, the attorneys from a distance were in
the habit of saying that the Pocahontas court was so
hide bound and disagrecable that it was no use to try
to do anything with it, or to make anything out of it
at the expense of the people. Moreover, they com-
plained the court kept the county too dry by refusing
saloon privileges. Reasons for such objections to the
Pocahontas county court wo m»st devoutly hope may
never cease to exist.

JOSEPH VARNER

The ancestor of the Varner relationship in our coun-
ty was Joseph Varner. He came from Pendleton coun-
ty very early in the century and settled on the Crook-
ed Branch of Elk, on property now in possession of
William A. McAllister. Mr Varner's parents, it is be-
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lieved, came from Germany to Pennsylvania, thence
to Pendleton, among the earliest settlers of that coun-
ty. The given names of these parents scemed to have
been forgotten. The father lived to the age of 112
years and died in Pendleton. The widowed mother
came to live with her son Joseph, on Elk, and died
there, and her remains were buried near the home.
Her reputed age was 114 years, the oldest person that
‘ever lived in this region.

Joseph Varner’s wife was Susan Helold sister of
Christopher Herold. They were the parents of four
sons: John, Adam, Eli and Samuel. Their daughters’
were Elizabeth, Alice, Susan and Amanda. The Var-
ner sisters seemed to have been ladies by nature, aud
were remarkable for their beauty, spriteliness, attract-
ive manners and tidy housekeeping.

Elizabeth became Mrs John Holden, and lived ma-
ny years at Huntersville. During the war the family
refugeed to Rockbridge and never returned. She died
near Lexington and is buried there in the cemetary not
far from the grave of Stonewall Jackson.

Alice Varner was married to Hiram Scott, for years
a well known and highlyrespected merchant at Frank-
ford. Mrs Captain Dolan, at Hinton, is her daughter.

Susan Varner became Mrs Thomas Call, for many
years a tailor at Huntersville. Her fanily finally went
to Missouri. ’

Amanda, when about fourteen years of age, was sit-
ting on a rock just in front of her cabin home one
Sabbath evening reading her testament. The button-
pole of the roof fell upon her, killing her instantly.
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The stone is still to be seen where this mournful event
occurred. She is spoken of by the older people as
such a beautiful girl, and so datifal to her parents, and
30 capable and helpful in domestic affairs. She had
been to Sunday school and prayer mecting in the
morning. ‘

In reference to Joseph Varner's sons we note the
following particulars:

Adam married Caroline, daughter of William Gib-
son, Sr., 5o many years a merchant at Huntersville,
and settled in Lewis county.

Samuel Varner was a merchant tailor, a business he
learned of Jobn Holden at Huntersville. He settled
at Frankford.

Eli Varner was never married. He excelled as a
mower. Omne season while mowing at his uncle’s,
Christopher Herold, on Douthard’s Creck, a serious
accident happened him. While grinding a scythe it
was struck by the crank, and, turning in hishand, came
near severing it at the wrist. The flow of blood was
alarming, and it seemed that he would bleed to death
in spite of all that was done to check the bleeding.
Mrs Katie Herold, Peter Herold's wife, gets the cred-
it of saving his life by checking the flow of blood with
the use of certain words as a charm. It is believed
the words are found in Ezekial xvi; 6. ¢And when I
passed by thee and saw thee polluted in thine own
blood, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy blood,
Live! Yea, I said unto thee when thou wast in thy
blood, Live!™”

John Varner married Isabella Hannah, daughter of
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David Hannah, a soldier of the war of 1812, and an
carly settler on Elk. They began in the woods and
built up a prosperous home at Split Rock. There were
five sons, David, John, Samuel, William and Benja-
min. The five danghters were Margaret, who became
Mis Clinton Slanker; Mary. who was Mrs Robert Wil-
son, near Lexington;Virginia Susan, now Mrs William
Snyder, of Iowa; Alice, Mrs John Stewart, Valley
head; Jennie became Mrs Hamilton Snyder, Taylor

county, Iowa.
Samuel married Ann Showalter, oi Rockbridge, and

lives near Linnwood; William married Mary Gibson,
of William Gibson, and lives at the Gibson home-
stead; Benjamin married Ella Moore, danghter of
Washington Moore, and lives in Iowa: John married
Mary Moore, daughter of Washington Moore and
lives near the homestead.

David Varner, the eldest of John Varner’s sons, is
remembered and spoken of by all who knew him as a
very amiable and interesting young man. He died in
the battle of the Wilderness, in May, at the time the
Confederate lines were broken and General Edward
Jonnson’s command mainly taken prisoners of war.
David Varner was in his place at the front with his
face to the foe. He received the fatal shot near his
heart, moved a little distance and fell upon his face
and was dead before a comrade could reach him. In
one of his letters to his sistér, Mrs Slanker, he wrote
in such a way as impress the idea that he had premo-
nitions of the sad fate which awaited him. It was his
earnest wish that if should fall, to be brought home and
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buried. Search was made for the body, but it could
not be identified. The field had been burned over
about the time he had had fallen and destroyed all
traces of ideritity.

The writer had the pleasure of meeting Mrs Eliza-
beth Holden at Lexington, some years after the War.
Her emotions overpowered her when she endeavored
to tell me what had taken place since we last met in
her pleasant home in Huntersville in 1861. 1 was told
by others that she was one of the most regular attend-
ants upon public worship and did more than her part
in the benevolent work of the congregation, consider-
ing her broken health and reverses. She plied her
needle with such industry that she lived nicely and

_bad something to spare. It greatly pleasced the writer

to hear it remarked, ‘“You must have good people in
Pocahontas if Mrs Holden and ——— are fair speci-
mens.’’  What can be more worthy of aspiration than
than to be a credit to the people among wnoin we hap-
pen to he reared. To be a credit to our tamilies, our
religion and our county is the highest aim that can
stimulate true and useful endeavor.

WILLIAM SHARP.

It appears from such information as the compiler has
been able to obtain, that this person was the pioneer
settler of the Huntersville vicinity, and was the first to
open up a permanent residence. Traces of the build-
ing he erected are yet visible near the new road around



